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Christian Apologetics 

Session Three: The Problem of Evil, The Theology of the Cross, & 

Shalom    
 

The Anthropological or Moral Argument  
 If God does not exist, objective moral values and duties do not exist. 

 Objective moral and duties do exist. 

 Therefore God exists.  

 

The Law above the Law 

 Laws that are posited on the basis of consensus (legal positivism) depend on society and  

societies can be immoral. 

 Laws based on nature (natural law theory) have the same flaw. 

 Laws based on individual preferences also have the same flaw. 

 Therefore there must be a Law above the Law which is outside the material world.  

 

Human Rights 

 Considering the above, what is the basis for human rights? 

 Imago Dei 

 Redemption in Christ  

 

Beauty & Emotions  

 Symmetric Faces 

Think location: Is beauty in the eye of the beholder? 

 Beauty versus preference  

 One step towards relativism  

 Is beauty a good proof of the existence of God? 

 If God says “Whatever is lovely” (Ph 4:8), this is a claim on objectivity. 

 Is beauty tied to morality?  

 

Literary Apologetics  

 Apologetics for the Tendered-hearted (as opposed to the “tough-minded”)  

 Shared Stories  

 The great needs/desires common to all humans 

  From where? 

  To where? 

  How shall I live? 

  What is the telos? 

  Is this all there is? 

  

 What words and or concepts do we forfeit with metaphysical naturalism?  
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Human Drama 

 We were made for drama 

 God “respects” us (Gn 11)  

 What does it mean to be created in the “image of God”?  

 

Shalom 

 Prosperity, Security, and Freedom  

 Peacetime versus wartime  

The Pursuit of Happiness 

Personal Euphoria versus Human Flourishing 

 Why should we work for human flourishing? 

 The desire for heaven  

 

 Is shalom a good enough proof of the existence of God?  

 

The Problem of Evil   

 An all-powerful God could stop evil. 

 An all-loving God would stop evil. 

 There is evil. 

 Therefore God is either not all-powerful or not all-loving. 

 Therefore there is not a God who is all-powerful and all-loving. 

 

  There are then three options: 

 God cannot stop evil. 

 God does not want to stop evil. 

 There is no God.  

 

  But… 

 The fact that we can identify something as evil presupposes an objective standard of good. 

 The disapproval of a thing does not negate the being of the thing.  

 A loving God could/would create his creatures with free will. 

 Sin (evil) is the result of creatures not God. 

 Evil is not something that is created.  

 Love includes justice, therefore punishment for sin. 

 Humans are not in a position to make such moral judgments on God.  

 Put yourself in the parent/child relationship. 

 God does provide an “out”.  

 God does allow lament.  

 Could there then be a fourth option? God is in charge of evil? 
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Job 

 

One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them. 

The LORD said to Satan, "Where have you come from?" 
 

Satan answered the LORD, "From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it." 

Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth 

like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil." 
 

"Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied. "Have you not put a hedge around him and his 

household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and 

herds are spread throughout the land. But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and 

he will surely curse you to your face." 
 

The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man 

himself do not lay a finger." Job 1:6-12 

 

  Other Options/Tactics: 

 God is just not omnipotent (Open Theism)  

 God is just not involved in the world (Deism) 

 We can’t call God good because that is a human concept (Ockhamists) 

 Vindicating God (Theodicy)  

 Attempting to make a moral justification for evil 

 Free Will Defense 

  Soft-determinism (Man is free but every event has a cause) 

   Problem: Human responsibility  

  Freedom without consequences (evil acts don’t produce really bad things) 

   Problem: No real consequence for sin 

  Love cannot exist without free will  

 Evil is pointless (and random) 

 Consequentialism (evil for a greater good or God as divine economist) 

 

The Theology of the Cross 

 Glory story versus cross story  

 Theology about versus a theology of 

 A theology of versus a theologian of 

 Mortal sins versus venial sins 

 Sola Gratia (by grace alone) versus self-justification 

Theodicies versus Christological Epistemology  

 No Christ, no God; Know Christ; know God 

We don’t justify God; he justifies us (both our existence & salvation)  

Let God be God! 

  Looking for answers is all the wrong places 
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Suffering 

We do not always know why bad things happen. How could we and how dare we try to 

peer into the mind of God. Yet, through Scripture, we can see four major reasons for suffering: 

 

1. Our sufferings drive us to repentance, and by the grace of God, hopefully to the  

Scriptures and ultimately to faith (Pv 3:5). 

2. Our sufferings strengthen us (Hb 12:7). 

3. Our sufferings teach us to have compassion on others (Ph 2:1-11). 

4. We share in the sufferings of Christ (1 Pt 4:3) 

5. Our sufferings (specifically crosses) are a mark of the church (Ps 116:10 see also  

LW 27:47 and LC 65-67). 

 

Ultimately our crosses drive us to his cross. Totally devoid of self-justification we look to 

Christ for our salvation. In him we have a co-sufferer, one who fixes the problem apart 

from sophistry. He then gives us permission to enter the darkness with him knowing that 

he has been through it all. In fact, this is old hat, we have already died and been resurrected 

with him in the waters of baptism (Rm. 6) 

 

+ the cross alone in our theology + 

 

  

 


